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SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION 


1. SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH WE REMAIN HOPEFUL, CURRENT VISIT 
OF PROPPER AND OTHERS HAS NOT YET BROUGHT DESIRED 
ADDITIONAL COOPERATION FROM THE GOC. THE AMBASSADOR 
EXPLAINED THE SITUATION TO FOREIGN MINISTER CUBILLOS 

AT LUNCH TODAY (SEE SEPTEL). OROZCO HAS PROMISED A RESPONSE TO 

ONE OF OUR REQUESTS BY EVENING OF MAY 26. THIS VISIT 

MUCH MORE THAN PREVIOUS, HAS BEEN MARKED BY ALMOST 

HYSTERICAL PRESS AND MEDIA TREATMENT, BUT WHICH 

DOES NOT, IN OUR VIEW, REPRESENT GOC POLICY AT THIS 

TIME. THE JUDGE LOOKING INTO THE TOWNLEY EXPULSION 

HAS REQUESTED SCHERRER AND CORNICK TO ANSWER IN 

WRITING QUESTIONS ON THEIR ROLE. WE WILL REPORT THE 

QUESTIONS AND AMSWERS BY SEPTEL. END SUMMARY. 

2. FBI AGENTS SCHERRER AND CORNICK RETURNED TO 
SANTIAGO MAY 17 AND WILL DEPART MAY 26. ASSISTANT US 
ATTORNEYS PROPPER AND BARCELLA RETURNED TO SANTIAGO 
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MAY 22 AND WILL DEPART EVENING OF MAY 25. PROPPER 
AND BARCELLA HAVE LIMITED THEIR OEFICIAL CONTACTS 
ON THIS TRIP TO GENERAL OROZCO. SCHERRER AND CORNICK 
HAVE ALSO MET WITH MENA AND PANTOJA OF THE CNI. 

THE FOUR SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THESE MEETINGS ARE 
SET EORTH IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS. 
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3. AVAILABILITY OF ITURRIAGA AS A WITNESS: LT. 

COL. (ARMY) RAUL ITURRIAGA IS A FORMER DIRECTOR OF 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS IN DINA. HE WAS NOT, SO EAR AS 
WE KNOW, INVOLVED IN THE LETELIER CASE. HOWEVER, 

PROPPER SEEKS TO HAVE HIM MADE AVAILABLE TO COME TO 
WASHINGTON AS A WITNESS AT THE TRIAL IN ORDER TO 
CORROBORATE TOWNLEY'S TESTIMONY ON HOW DINA FUNCTIONED. 
PROPPER HAS SOME REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ITURRIAGA 
WOULD BE WILLING TO COME. OROZCO, PRESENTED WITH THE 
REQUEST, TOLD PROPPER THAT MILITARY REGULATIONS CLEARLY 
PROHIBITED ITURRIAGA FROM LEAVING THE COUNTRY TO TESTIFY 
BUT THAT HE, OROZCO, WOULD DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH 
HIGHER AUTHORITIES TO SEE IF A LOOPHOLE COULD BE FOUND. 
ALFREDO RTCHF, BERRY TELLS US THAT THERE IS NO SPECIFIC 
LEGAL PROHIBITION AGAINST SUCH A ROLE FOR ITURRIAGA. 

OROZCO HAS PROMISED TO GET BACK TO SCHERRER BY THE 
EVENING MAY 26. 

4. PARAGUAYAN TESTIMONY: ACCORDING TO PROPPER'S 
INFORMATION DINA CHIEF CONTRERAS CALLED THE PARAGUAYAN 
CHIEF OF J-2, COL. BENITO GUANES TO REQUEST THE 
PARAGUAYAN PASSPORTS FOR "WILLIAMS AND ROMERAL." 

PROPPER WANTS GUANES TO COME TO THE US TO TESTIFY TO 
THAT CONVERSATION. THE PARAGUAYANS SAY HE WILL DO SO 
ONLY IF THE GOC HAS NO OBIECTION AND THAT THE CHILEANS MUST 
CALL THEM. PROPPER AND SCHERRER HAVE RAISED THE ISSUE 
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WITH OROZCO WHO PASSED THE BUCK TO MENA. MENA SAYS 
THAT IF THE PARAGUAYANS WANT SOMETHING FORM THE 
CHILEANS THEY SHOULD INITIATE A REQUEST. 

5. PROPPER, ET AL, ALSO HOPED ON THIS VISIT TO BE 

ABLE TO TALK TO CONTRERAS, COL. PEDRO ESPINOSA AND CAPT. 
FERNANDEZ LARIOS. THEY HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY OROZCO 
THAT NONE OF THE THREE IS WILLING TO TALK TO THEM. 
ACCORDING TO RTCHF, BERRY THEY ARE WITHIN THEIR RIGHTS IN 
SO REEUSING. OROZCO DID, HOWEVER, SHOW PROPPER AND 
OTHERS PORTIONS OF THE SECRET TESTIMONY OE THE THREE 
BEFORE HIM. 

6. FINALLY, PROPPER HAD HOPED OROZCO, ON THE BASIS 

OF INFORMATION PROVIDED HIM BY TOWNLEY IN WASHINGTON, 
WOULD HAVE CARRIED HIS OWN INVESTIGATION FURTHER BY 
THIS TIME. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE GOC HAS, IN 
FACT, PRESSED AHEAD IN RECENT WEEKS. 

7. PRESS COVERAGE OF THIS VISIT BY JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS IS MUCH MORE ANTAGONISTIC THAN ON PREVIOUS 
OCCASIONS. THE CLIMATE WAS ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY 
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NEWS STORIES IN THE U.S. (DULY REPORTED HERE) JUST 

PRIOR TO PROPPER'S ARRIVAL THAT HE WAS COMING TO OBTAIN 

THE EXTRADITION OE CONTRERAS AND OTHER EX-DINA OEFICIALS. 

ONLY, BUT AN IMPORTANT EXCEPTION, "EL MERCURIO" OE 
THE NEWSPAPERS HAS MAINTAINED A REASONABLY CALM 
APPROACH. ALL OTHERS HAVE CARRIED REPEATED BANNER 
HEADLINES MISREPRESENTING PURPOSE OR FACTS OF PROPPER 
VISIT OR TAKING ANTI-AMERICAN STANCES. WE ARE REPORT- 
ING THE FLAVOR OF THESE ATTACKS SEPARATELY (E.G. 

SANTIAGO 3948). ANTI-U.S. LEAFLETS APPEARED TODAY FOR 
FIRST TIME. 

8. EARLIER THIS WEEK THE FOCUS OF LOCAL ATTENTION WAS 
A REQUEST BY TOWNLEY'S LAWYER EOR THE JUDGE INVESTI- 
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GATING HIS EXPULSION TO PREVENT THE DEPARTURE OF SCHERRER 
AND CORNICK UNTIL THEY HAD TESTIFIED IN HER COURT. 

BECAUSE SCHERRER AND CORNICK ARE TRAVELLING ON DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORTS THE JUDGE HAS SUBMITTED WRITTEN QUESTIONS TO 
SCHERRER AND CORNICK THROUGH THE EOREIGN MINISTRY. THEIR 
RESPONSES ARE NOT OBLIGATORY BUT BOTH SCHERER AND CORNICK WILL 
REPLY PRIOR TO DEPARTURE MAY 26 AND WE WILL REPORT THE 
QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES BY SEPTEL. 

LANDAU 
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